Fﬂrpen Grove School
Striving for Fxellence

Aspen Grove School

Parent and Student Information
Booklet 2023- 2024

9720 — 63 Ave,,
Grande Prairie, Alberta.

T8W 1K3

Phone: (780) 538-3009
Fax: (780) 532-5159

email: agrove@gppsd.ab.ca

website: www.gppsd.ab.ca./school/aspengrove
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/aspengroveschoolgp

This agenda belongs to:


mailto:agrove@gppsd.ab.ca
http://www.gppsd.ab.ca./school/aspengrove
https://www.facebook.com/aspengroveschoolgp

Aspen Grove School

Mission Statement

Aspen Grove School: striving for excellence in education and nurturing responsible, caring citizens.

Vision and Values

At Aspen Grove School we envision:

»  Asafeand caring environment.

= Positive attitudes towards learning.

= A family atmosphere where parents are partners.

=  Student learning that is purposeful, inclusive, and designed to meet diverse learning needs.

*  An innovative approach to prepare for a changing global community.

= Accountability for all.

= A healthy, active lifestyle.

=  An environment that provides stability and reinforces socially responsible behaviors.

= Students prepared with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes, which will provide them with
the abilities to make informed choices, be self-sufficient and adaptable, and positive active citizens. s

= Staff collaborating as a true professional learning community where they will be fully ool
engaged in and supportive of innovative best practices, common professional terminology, and ?{W i ,Gmu.g }M "

Striving for Exellence

a commitment to student learning.

Student Rights and Responsibilities

I have a RIGHT to an education.
It is my RESPONSIBILITY to do my best to achieve as a student.

I'have a RIGHT to quality instruction, and support of my learning experiences.
It is my RESPONSIBILITY to listen, to learn, to practice, to complete school assignments and to accept teacher assistance
when necessary. I will not disturb, disrupt, or interfere with learning.

I'have a RIGHT to be treated with dignity and respect.
It is my RESPONSBILITY to treat others with common courtesy, consideration, and respect. I will not laugh at, tease, or
put down other students, staff, or adults unfairly because of who they are, what they look like or because they think or act
differently than I do.

I'have a RIGHT to hear and be heard.
It is my RESPONSBILITY to stay calm at school. I will speak respectfully, honestly, and openly with others. I will not
interrupt, shout, or make loud noises that interrupt learning.

I'have a RIGHT to be safe.
It is my RESPONSIBLITY to try to stop the violation of personal rights. It is my RESPONSIBILITY to report the
mistreatment of other students.

I have a RIGHT to expect that my belongings will be safe from destruction.
It is my RESPONSIBLITY to respect the belongings of others in the school and to respect the property of the school. [ am
expected to take care of my own belongings by putting them away appropriately.

I'have a RIGHT to assistance and support in learning self-control.
Itis my RESPONSIBLITY to practice self-control and ask for help when I need it. I will expect to be corrected when I

mistreat the rights of others, as they will be corrected if my rights are mistreated.

I have the RIGHT to choose my actions.
It is my RESPONSIBILITY to accept the natural and logical consequences for my actions.

I can expect that all these rights will be mine as long as I am meeting all my responsibilities.
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Principal’s Message

Welcome to Aspen Grove School! Aspen Grove School is an engaged learning community striving for
excellence in education and nurturing responsible caring individuals. We are an inclusive public school. We
expect all our students to be active, positive, and confident citizens, who are self-sufficient, adaptable and
that make informed choices.

Our school is a Professional Learning Community that focuses on elevated expectations for all students, staff,
and parents. We strive to provide appropriate challenges for all our students so that they will achieve at high
levels. We provide energetic and enthusiastic learning experiences guided by our vision to deliver instruction that
best meets the needs of all our students. Our school boasts of high academic achievement and a focus on building
citizenship skills. Aspen Grove School is proud to offer students the opportunity to participate in the Grade 4-8
Division Academy Sports Program, or the Grade 5-8 Division Music Program, in addition to our regular
Kindergarten — Grade 8 educational programming. We are committed to school-based supports to help all
students be successful. We use small group instruction, academic action planning, K-4 Literacy and Numeracy
Intervention, and Individual Program Planning for students requiring, while supporting student social emotional
wellbeing.

Aspen Gr hool ntact Information

Telephone: 780-538-3009. Office hours are 7:45am — 3:45pm Monday through Friday. Fax: 780- 532-5159.
Website: www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/aspengrove

Email:agrove@gppsd.ab.ca

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/aspengroveschoolgp

Morning Routines/Door_ Access/Supervision

School is exciting, but it may also be a bit overwhelming for children and adults alike. Our school staff will be present and
visible to ensure students feel confident and cared for as they make their way to their classrooms.
o  Students walking to school or being dropped off should arrive between 8:00 a.m. - 8:10 a.m.
e  All students are to remain in supervised areas outside until our 8:10 welcome bell rings.
e  Students are asked to use the entrance that is assigned to their class each day, unless they are late whereby
which they are to proceed to the main doors and sign in at the office.
e Parents and guardians of children who have complex needs and require support to enter the building
should contact their school office prior to August 3 1st. Staff will work with them to develop a plan safe
for students and staff.

Regular Day Schedule
The first bell rings at 8:10 a.m. Classes begin at 8:20 a.m. Lunch is from 11:25 am — 12:25 p.m. Classes end at

3:07 p.m.

Professional Learning Friday’s

GPPSD is committed to teachers working collaboratively as professionals on our Professional Learning
Fridays. Every month, students will have one Friday off for PL Friday (please refer to the calendar in this
agenda). These days allow all GPPSD teachers scheduled time to engage with their colleagues using an
evidence-based professional learning model. The purpose of school staff collaborating on these Friday’s is to
ensure students learning goals are clear, identify the instructional strategies they are using, ensure assessments
accurately reflect curriculum, and to identify next steps for learning for students. This time to work
together is central to creating an environment where we all take ownership of the success of our students.
We engage in collaborative inquiry with their colleagues, using evidence of student learning, to support their
continuous growth and ultimately to improve student learning.
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End of Day

Parents, siblings, and all visitors are to wait inside our gathering area (across from our office area) or
outside until the 3:07 pm bell rings, to reduce the traffic and noise in the halls. Formal supervision of
the school ends at 3:20 pm. Students are asked to leave the school building and head home
immediately at the end of the day. If children are not picked up within 10 minutes, they are to come
and notify the office. There is no playground supervision after school.

School Fees

The Board believes that schools may charge fees to help offset the cost of providing educational
resources and services to students pursuant to Section 60 of the School Act and the Regulations. In
accordance with Bill 1, fees will not be charged for: textbooks; workbooks; photocopying and
printing; paper; any common fees charged to an entire body or grade cohort. Please see Board
Policy 16 for more information:
https://'www.gppsd.ab.ca/board/Documents/Policy%2016%20Student%20F ees %62 0and%620F ee%20Sc
hedule.pd,

There will be a standard fee for all students in grade 7 and 8 for their complimentary courses for
the 2023-2024 school year. This fee will be determined the first week of school and shared
specifically to grades 7 and 8 students and families.

School Fees are payable during the first week of the new school term. Students unable to make
payment at that time should arrange with the office for payment later. Please make cheques payable
to Aspen Grove School. Debit is also accepted at the office.

Visitors and Volunteers

For safety and security, please be aware that all visitors must report to and sign in at the office.
Visitors in the school are required to wear a visitor tag. Parent involvement in the school as helpers
or advisors can take on many different roles. Any parents interested are requested to speak to the
appropriate teacher and leave their names at the office. Your assistance is appreciated. For the safety
of our students, people volunteering in the school must have criminal record checks completed. Please
see the office for the forms needed to complete the criminal record check process.

Students from other schools, or youths not attending school, are not permitted in the school or on
school grounds during the school day. Likewise, Aspen Grove School students should not be at any
other school during their operational hours without permission from that school.

For the safety of our students and staff during school hours, we lock all doors to the school, except
for the main doors by the office. If you come to the school at any time, please report to the office to
sign in.

Opening Exercises
At Aspen Grove School, our day begins with school-wide morning announcements and students and staff

sing the national anthem each morning prior to block one.

Closed Campus

Except school-related field trips and activities, students will be expected to remain on the school campus
throughout the school day, including lunch break. Students leaving with parents for appointments must sign
out at the school office and sign back in when they return to school.
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School Attendance

Attendance is a responsibility shared by the school, the teacher, the student, the parent, and the
community. Regular attendance at school is critical to student success and regular attendance at school
is often the utmost importance for a child to achieve his or her full potential. Regular attendance is
expected of every student at Aspen Grove School. Aspen Grove School has a legal responsibility to
ensure the students attend school on a regular basis and shall ensure that students abide by provincial
attendance laws.

Regular attendance: is defined as attending school every day that school is in operation unless the absence is
considered an excused absence.

Excused absences: Excused absences shall be in accordance with those outlined in Section 7, 8, 31(a) of the
Education Act and Section 11.1 of the Alberta Human Rights Act. Examples of excused absences include
illnesses, medical, optometric, dental and/or chiropractic appointments, death in the immediate family, court
appearance, religious holidays and ceremonies, family emergencies and personal reasons deemed justifiable at
the school.

Unexcused absences: An absence for which no explanation is known to the school.

Excused absenteeism: A pattern of excused absences where there is an impact on a student’s learning, progress,
and/or achievement. Excused absenteeism occurs when a child is routinely excused from school by a parent or
guardian on a frequent enough basis to have a detrimental impact on the child’s success in school.

Truancy: A pattern of unauthorized absences.

Iliness

To help protect the other children in the class/school, please keep your child at home and notify the
office if your child has: diarrhea, vomiting, high fever, unusual rash, discharge from eyes or ears, lice or
is showing symptoms of any contagious disease. If you are unsure, feel free to call Alberta Health
Services at 1-866-408-5465 or visit them on the web at www.albertahealthservices.ca for additional
information.

Lunch Room Policy
Aspen Grove School offers a supervised lunch program. Students are expected to follow the rules:
o Students are to be at their desks and remain seated until the teacher, supervisor or lunchroom monitor
gives them permission to clean up their individual area.
e Students are not to leave their desks to go to the bathroom, the water fountain or use the garbage can
unless they have permission from the teacher supervisor.
e Students are responsible for the disposal of their garbage into the class garbage can and
e Recyclable containers into the recycle bin.
o Students who are finished eating are to remain at their desk doing a quiet activity.

Parents: Please note the following:
e Please do not send sharp knives in your child's lunch.
e Individuals are not permitted to share food.
e Food provided by the family should be stored with the student’s belongings.
o All students must wash their hands before and after eating.

Weather Policy

The school will not have outdoor recesses when the weather is colder than -25 Celsius with the wind
chill. Recess will be inside on days in which it is raining heavily and/or extremely windy. Please dress
your children appropriately for the weather with items clearly labeled.
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Nut Sensitive School
Aspen Grove School has students who suffer from severe allergies to nut products. The consequences of even
incidental contact with nuts and in particular peanut butter can produce severe and even life-threatening results.
Please Do Not send food containing nuts to school. Children are asked not to share their food with other
children due to possible allergic reactions.

School Canteen

We are lucky to have our school canteen where students can order lunch, should they choose to. Students must
pre-order before 9:00 a.m. If your child is late, consider this. Canteen availability will be shared with families
in September.

Emergen ntact

It is especially important that the school has current home, cell, and business phone numbers. A current email
and home address is also necessary, so parents can be contacted in the event of illness or injury. The school
should also be informed of any special health conditions that may affect student behavior or performance.
Please contact the office if there are any changes to your emergency contact information.

If parents would like to reach a teacher by telephone, please call the office to leave a message and they will
return your call at their earliest convenience. Calls will not be transferred into the classroom during
instructional time. Should you have a message for your child, we encourage you to call as early as possible in
the day to ensure sufficient time for messages to be delivered.

Medications

Staff members may not administer oral medication of any kind to students, unless the parent has completed the
appropriate forms which must be filled out at the school office. This includes all prescription and non-
prescription drugs. Prescription medication must be accompanied by written instructions from a physician or
pharmacist. Parents/Guardians should ensure the school is aware if their child has any allergies or medical
needs.

Dropping off items for students
Any items, supplies, lunches, etc. dropped off for students are left at the school office. The student will either

be called to the office, or it will be delivered to their classroom by office staff.

School Patrol

Grade 5 and 6 students have the opportunity to participate in the AMA program providing supervised
crosswalk patrol at the front of the school. We are aiming for crosswalk patrol to be provided in the morning
between 8:00am - 8:15am and afterschool between 3:07pm - 3:15pm, but this is dependent on student
involvement. Please be aware and drive cautiously through these high traffic areas.

Personal Items

It is important that parents make sure their child's clothing, and all other personal belongings are clearly
marked in some way, making it possible to locate them if they are lost or misplaced. Parents are asked to
ensure that students leave valuable items (i.e., electronics, jewelry, toys) at home. Aspen Grove School, the
Grande Prairie Public School Board, and its insurer are not responsible for valuables lost, stolen, or damaged
while on school property.

Locks and Lockers

Lockers have been placed in schools for the protection, convenience, and use of students but remain the
property of the Division. They and their contents are subject to inspection by the principal or designates at any
time. A license to use agreement must be filled out and signed before a locker and lock is distributed. The
student is responsible for maintenance/care of the locker to which they have been assigned. Students should not
share lockers or lock combinations with anyone. If anyone loses a lock, there is a replacement fee of $7.00.
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Student's Transportation

Students are welcome to travel safely to and from school using bikes, skateboards, or scooters, using a helmet
as per provincial laws. Bikes and scooters should be locked up in the bike racks using a quality lock during
school hours. For safety reasons, students are to walk their bikes and scooters on school grounds, before and
after school.

Field Trips

Various out of classroom experiences may be planned for the students throughout the year as a supplement to
the school program. Parents will be notified in advance of all field trips requiring public transportation prior to
their occurrence. As with any other volunteering in the school, parents who are supervising these trips will be
required to have criminal record checks completed. Parents who are volunteering to accompany classes on field
trips may not take younger siblings along due to liability issues.

Bus

The First Student Bus is an extension of Aspen Grove School. Students riding the bus are to abide by the same
Code of Conduct as when they are at school. Concerns for safety and behavior on the bus will be directed to the
school's administration. The use of a School Bus is a privilege, not a right; therefore, students must ensure that
they are following all school expectations while on the bus. Possible consequences of not following bus
expectations include loss of the privilege of riding the bus. Students are to be respectful, polite, and follow all
instructions given by supervisors or the bus driver.

Internet Use

Please note that all students must return a signed Grande Prairie Public School Division Acceptable Use
Protocol Agreement before they are allowed access to the school/Division computer network. The school will
ensure that procedures are in place to control student access to offensive materials. However, it is the user’s
responsibility not to initiate access to controversial, inappropriate, or offensive materials and to leave locations
of undesirable material immediately.

Positive Behaviour Expectations

Behaviour issues in schools can interfere with learning, instruction, and maintaining a positive school
environment. School-wide expectations facilitate academic achievement and healthy social development of
students in a safe, supportive learning environment.

While systematically teaching, supporting, and reinforcing positive behaviours, our school-wide approach to
supporting positive behaviours will:

Help students learn to recognize their actions and choices.

Help students solve the problems they have created for themselves.

Have students accept responsibility for their actions and behaviors.

Provide students with strategies to deal with their emotions.

Maintain the dignity of each person in all situations.

kW=

A system of increasing consequences has been developed to respond to inappropriate behaviour.
Gentle reminders.

Discussion with the student about better ways to handle the situation.

The student will be asked to see the teacher at an arranged time to discuss the matter further.
The student will be removed from the situation.

The concern will be discussed with parents.

The student will be removed from the classroom.

The student will be sent to the office.

Repetitive discipline problems and/or serious behavior incidents could result in suspension.

PN AW

Each incident will be dealt with according to these progressions although, depending on the offense, some steps
might be skipped.
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Student Dress

Students should dress in a way that is appropriate for school. Students will be required to change any clothing
found inappropriate. Please ensure that footwear is appropriate for physical activity with non- marking soles.
For health and safety reasons, it is important that students not be barefoot at school, either in the building or on
the school grounds.
The school administration retains the right to make all final decision regarding the appropriateness of any
article of clothing, jewelry, etc. for wear at the school. The following guidelines are intended to help students
to make these choices:
1. All clothing should be clean and tidy.
2. Clothing worn at the beach is not suitable for school (ex. Short shorts, halter-tops, tank tops, muscle t-
shirts and clothing that exposes the midriff).
3. Clothing that has crude sayings, obscene or offensive pictures, vulgar language, which advocates illegal
activities, depicts violence or weapons, or are otherwise offensive in nature, may not be worn.
4. Students should place their hats, bandanas, and sunglasses in their lockers.
5. For safety and hygiene, suitable clothing and shoes are necessary for Physical Education.

Students who arrive at school dressed in an inappropriate manner will be asked to rectify the problem by
covering up or removing the offensive item of clothing or jewelry. If they do not have appropriate clothing at
the school, they may be asked to return home to change.

Hands-Off Policy
To protect and respect the safety and dignity of students, Aspen Grove School maintains a "Hands- Off”

policy for all students at all times during the school day. The "Hands-Off” policy also refers to touching or
taking other people's property. Once these expectations are clearly explained to the students at the beginning of
the school year, they are consistently monitored, and consequences will apply when necessary.

Harassment
Students must feel safe from threats and harassment. As it is the aim of our school to have all students successful
to the best of their abilities, it is to be understood that harassment of any kind will not be tolerated. Students
who feel that others are harassing them need to take responsible action to protect their rights. It is our
recommendation that the following steps need to be taken by those being harassed:

e Advise the person who is causing a problem that you wish them to stop.

e Ask a teacher, administrator, counselor, or parent to help solve the problem.

e Keep telling people until the harassment stops.

Our school takes this issue seriously. Those involved in harassing others will be firmly dealt with by
school administration. Continuous harassment will result in a suspension from school.

Be Be

Respectful | Responsible
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Smoking and Vaping

In accordance with Grande Prairie School Division Policy, Aspen Grove School is a smoke free environment.
Students who attend Aspen Grove are not of legal age to possess tobacco or vaping products and are
prohibited from possessing tobacco or vaping products while at school and are also expected to refrain from
smoking and/or vaping on property adjacent to the school at the request of property owners and community
members. Students who violate this policy will be referred to the school administration for disciplinary action.

Alcohol and Drugs

Grande Prairie School Division Policy states that students who come to school or to a school function in
possession or under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol are to be referred to the school or school Division
administration for disciplinary action.

Suspensions
Students under suspension should not be on or around the grounds of Aspen Grove School or any other GPPSD
school during school operational hours without having first received the permission of the school administration.

Daily Physical Activity

Our school will be providing daily physical activity for all students in the school. This activity will be teacher
directed, ensuring each student receives at least 30 minutes of physical activity every day. Students are expected
to actively participate in their daily activity opportunities.

Extra-curricular Teams & Clubs
Students can look forward to activities such as Cross-Country Running, Volleyball, Basketball, Badminton,
Track and Field, as well as a variety of lunch hour clubs and various activities for all K-8 students.

Academic Evaluation

Students are evaluated regularly throughout the school year. This evaluation is based on the Alberta curriculum
objectives for each course and takes many forms, including formal testing and informal observation of the
student. There are three report periods during the school year, with two Parent-Teacher Interviews. This gives
parents and teachers an opportunity to discuss the student's progress. These interviews do not preclude parents
or teachers communicating at any time. If either has concerns about your child's progress, prompt attention to
the matter is encouraged.

Being Prepared

Students are responsible for coming to school and to class with all the necessary supplies and equipment to
accomplish the tasks assigned to them. This includes appropriate clothing/dress, two pairs of footwear (one for
outside and one for inside), an adequate supply of paper, pens, pencils, all necessary textbooks, and any other
materials requested by the teacher.

School Newsletters and Communication

School newsletters are published once a month and will be emailed home to parents. In addition to this, please
follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/AGS.GPPSD, as we use it as a main and timely method of
communication, We also encourage parents to visit our school website for updates and links to the current
newsletter and those from previous months. http://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/aspengrove.

School Council

The mission of the Aspen Grove School Council is to act as a liaison between the students, parents, staff, and
school board, in support of the development of excellence in education and responsible citizenship.
Ultimately, the Aspen Grove School Council works to improve the quality of school life at the school for all
students. Our Annual General Meeting will be held on September 18th at 6:30pm. We strongly encourage
all parents to become involved with this group. Parents can join at any time throughout the year. We meet
regularly on the third Monday of each month. We look forward to seeing you there.
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Cell Phone Policy
Aspen Grove School has an “Away for the Day” cell phone policy. Students are NOT Permitted to use personal technology

during school hours (8:10am — 3:07pm), including breaks, without permission. Students can use their device under the
classroom teacher's supervision as an extension of the learning activity when appropriate. If students are using their phones
or other electronic devices during school hours the following will occur:
1. First time — cell phone will be confiscated for the day by the teacher. The phone will be returned to the student.
2. Second time — cell phone will be confiscated for the day and turned over to administration. The phone will be
returned to the student.
3. Third time — cell phone will be confiscated for the day and turned over to administration. The phone will be held
until a parent can come and retrieve it.

Staff
Catherine Antonio -Oaks Tanya Moulun
Deanne Ballantyne Nahid Nahar
Emily Barkemeyer Heather Penner
Amy Batt Marcy Perry
Daniel Bishop Miranda Phillips
Aliver Buguis John Rimmer
Jomahna Cheikh Lisa Robinson
Isabelle DeVries Jeanie Ross
Brittany Gerard Kara Sewall
Shersti Edwards Lana Smith
Michelle Elliott Joe Tagarino
Amanda Hingano Elise Talbourdet
Cassie Hinteregger Kim Verbecky
Mike Humbke Shandra Vigen
Lauri Jewitt Lyndon Wrobel
Stephanie King Heather Young

Dawn Morris-Blackburn

Channelle Zaichkowsky
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Aspen Grove School acknowledges the homeland of the
many diverse First Nations and Metis People whose
ancestors have walked this land since time
immemorial. We are grateful to work, live,
and learn on the traditional territory of Treaty 8.
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